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Einstein 
ahead of 
himself 


Chris Minit 


LBERT Einstein was 
A basse: than he real. 

ised and came up with 
his theory of relativity three 
years earlier than is gener- 
ally recognised — but the 
chaotic state of his notebooks 
disguised this fact until now, 
researchers reveal today. 

Twelve of the world’s lead- 

ing Einstein scholars have 
Spent the past three years 
trying to decipher the unpub- 
lished jottings of the man 
who changed human under- 
Standing of the laws of 
physics, ‘ 
Scientific history-books re- 
cord that Einstein first pub- 
licly advanced his general 
theory of relativity in a 
series of papers delivered to 
the Academy of Sciences in 
Berlin in November 1915, al- 
though formal publication 
was not until 1916. 
However, according to a 
report in the New Scientist, it 
now appears. that Einstein 
correctly formulated the 
theory in 1912 — but initially 
rejected it as impossible be- 
cause it contradicted ‘the 
laws of conventional Newto- 


nian physics. - ; 

Peter Damerow, from the 
Max Planck Institute for 
Human Development and 
Education in Berlin, who is 
leading the joint German- 
American - team examining 
the notebooks, described the 
discovery as sensational. _... 

He said that it would mean 
rewriting the history of the 
general theory of relativity. 

The researchers faced con- 
siderable problems in under- 
standing the A5 sized note, 
book, written in Zurich in 2, 
1912.‘ It contains $4 Pages -. 
covered with complex math- 
matical formulae in Ein- 
stein’s tiny neat hand... } 

It was initially impossible 
to distinguish the front from - 
the back, because he started 
at one end and then Jater * 
turned over and started 
again. A few pages appear tos 
have been started from both °: 
top and bottom, while others. 
are blank or have been torn 
out. > 
Finstein’s secretary hardly 
helped historical research — 
she stuck a front cover label 
! over what researchers row 
; a : 7 PEST STS believe is the back of{ the 
elativity three years earlier, but at first could not come to terms with his discovery PHOTOGRAPH: KARSH OF OTTAWA K. is Ln . 
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